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John Knox Presbytery Meeting Highlights

Highlights from the February 16, 2008 John Knox Presbytery meeting:

· Approved the November 13, 2007 Presbytery meeting minutes

· Installed 2008 Moderator, Elder Nancy Wallace, and 2008 Vice Moderator, Rev. Amy Perkins

· Heard the Moderator’s Installation Response, which included recognition of past John Knox Presbytery and other Presbytery Moderators; offered six major issues in JKP and the PC(USA) for us to pray about and work on:  1) the continued decline in membership, 2) the need to promote healing, trust, patience and love among ourselves, 3) the factions in the PC(USA), 4) the need to develop and emphasize faithful stewardship of resources, 5) the need to foster spiritual growth and depth among our clergy and laity, and 6) the need for lay people to see selves as called to ministry within various vocations outside the church building; and encouraged commissioners to read and pray about two articles in the call papers:  “Follow Me” and “Called to be Disciples”

· During the Committee on Preparation for Ministry report elected Rev. Tim Gerarden as a reader from JKP for 2008 Standard Ordination Exams; examined and approved enrolling Inquirer Christopher Doyle as a Candidate under the care of JKP; and heard five invited speakers share their particular positions concerning the ordination of gays/lesbians followed by small group discussions

· Shared and prayed for Concerns and Celebrations of JKP

· During the Personnel Committee report, recognized and celebrated the 15 years of service of former JKP Administrative Assistant Rosemary Buchholz

· Shared worship led by host pastor Rev. Joe Corbin and the first Moderator of JKP (1977-78) Dr. C. Howard Wallace, spouse of 2008 Moderator Nancy Wallace

· Heard an update on the Sun Prairie New Church Development, which may call an organizing pastor soon and is moving forward on a land gift offer

· During the Presbytery Council report, approved creating a Staff Support Fund of up to $15,000 to set aside dollars to provide for unexpected and unbudgeted staffing costs during this transition period; approved transferring $3,657.67 of unused dollars from the 2007 General Fund into the new Staff Support Fund; and heard a report by Commissioned Lay Pastor Tom Buresh on the recent Gulf Coast mission trip

· Approved an overture and rationale to the 218th General Assembly (2008) to adopt the following Authoritative Interpretation of Section G-6.0108 of the Book of Order:  “The requirements of G-6.0108 apply equally to all ordination standards of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  G-6.0108 requires examining bodies to give prayerful and careful consideration, on an individual, case-by-case basis, to any departure from an ordination standard in matters of belief or practice that a candidate may declare during examination.  However, the examining body is not required to accept a departure from standards, and cannot excuse a candidate’s inability to perform the constitutional functions unique to his or her office (such as administration of the sacraments).”  The overture is in response to a February 11, 2008 General Assembly Permanent Judicial Commission ruling that effectively makes it illegal for Presbyteries to consider the conscientious objections (“scruples”) of candidates for ordination when those objections involve the most controversial issues before our church.  Voted to send Dr. Mark Achtemeier as our JKP overture advocate to the 218th General Assembly.

· During the Committee on Ministry report, approved having the Stated Clerk request Cascades Presbytery to dismiss Rev. Kristen Rice to JKP and National Capital Presbytery to dismiss Rev. James Gunn to JKP; approved appointing COM as an Administrative Commission of JKP to act on behalf of the Presbytery to appoint moderators of sessions, authorize elders to preside at the Lord’s Supper, and grant honorably retired status to pastors; approved moving Rev. Susan Li from the Active Roll to the Member at Large Roll; approved moving Rev. Linda Kuhn from the Member at Large Roll to the Active Roll; and approved a new “A Sabbatical Guideline” policy for the Manual of Operations

· Received an interim report from the Administrative Commission for the Korean Presbyterian Church of Madison

· Heard an invitation from Rev. Glen Reichelderfer to a World Aids Vision event April 11-18 at Blackhawk Church in Madison

· Received the Transitional Associate Executive Presbyter and Treasurer’s reports

· During the Stated Clerk’s report, approved Session minutes for the Baraboo, Rushford, Pardeeville, Oxford and Rosedale churches; approved the Annual Report of the Stated Clerk; approved inviting the Madison, Christ and Madison, Westminster Sessions to send two elder commissioners to JKP meetings through the February 2009 meeting; approved spreading upon the minutes the names of JKP Permanent Judicial Commission members whose terms have expired; approved spreading upon the minutes the summary of the Annual Statistical Reports for the Churches of JKP to the GA for 2007; and approved proceeding with the sale of the former Pulaski church property

· Elected two additional GA commissioners:  Rev. Gavin Finefield and Elder Barb Merwin, and two new GA alternate commissioners:  Rev. Shirley Funk and Elder Derek Pursey; Rev. Kristin Frederick and Elder Nancy Wallace were previously elected as GA commissioners, along with Youth Advisory Delegate Alicia Maxwell and alternate Jamie Klump

